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Becoming an expert in place names

A. For easy reference you need a list of all the place name words in alphabetic order. So go
over the previous pages and write down all the words in alphabetic order with their meaning
after them. This will make it much easier to find a word when you are looking at a place
name. The glossary has been started for you below.

B. We have af least six counties in Ireland with tree words in their names (3 in Ulster, 2in
Connaught and 1in Leinster). What are they?

€. What have Newry, NMayo and Youghal got in common, (Hint: [ook at their names in Irish).

0. Laok at the class map of the area around the school. Are there any place names that are
derived from frees? Visit the place and see does it live up fo its name.

GLOSSARY

Airne : Sioe
Beith : Birch (can occur as behy, beha, beagh, veha, vehy)
Bile: Large tree (can occur as billa, billy, villa, ville or villy)
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The hazel tree is Coll in Irish. This tree was once so common that the word coillte, which
means woods, originally meant a collection of hazel trees. This is still a very common
hedgerow tree. It appears in place names as col, cull, cul, coyle and such like.

Holly is one of our native evergreen broadleaved trees. It is Cuileann in Irish.
As it has leaves all year round it grows very well in the understorey of a
woodland or hedge. This is quite a common place name appearing as cullen
or cullion.

The alder tree is Fearn. This tree thrives in wet marshy
g places so place names with this in the name originally were Holly

i 3 W suited to the growing of alder. It turns up as farn, faragh,
" 4 farnoge, navarn, and navarna.
e s The ash free is still the most common hedgerow tree in Ireland, particu-
. R, larly on good soil. It is called fuinnse or fuinnsedg in Irish. It is particu-

larly important as a raw material for hurleys. Do places with funcheon,
Alder funshin, funchoge, unshin, unshog ot hinchoge in their names have good
hurling teams? Check it out!

The elm tree was once very commen with ash as woodland on good soil and we had several
species of native elm. This is Leamhan in Irish, often written as levan, levane livaun, laune
or longfield.

Willow is also well known by its Irish name - Saileach. We have all heard of sally
gardens or indeed sally rods. These were so necessary in a world before plastic that
people planted them in their gardens to have a supply of rods for baskets. It

occurs in place names as sillagh, sallagh, sill.

m The whitethorn or hawthor is one of the main trees in our hedges today and the
Irish word sceach or sceagh geal means this tree. It was treated with a healthy
respect long ago and places with skeagh, shehy, skey, skew or skeha in the names
could originatly have been popular with the Little people.

The elder free is Trom in Irish. This tree is spread from the droppings of birds that feast on
their berries. In place names it turns up as z7im, trom, or trum. In Co. Monaghan it is called
the boor tree, a word that has come over from Scotfand.

‘We have other native trees such as ASpen (Crann creathack), Arbutus, (Caithne),
Juniper (Aiteal), Pine (Giiis), Chorry (Crann silin) and the Spindle tree (Feoras).
However, these don’t seem to feature to any great extent in our place names. It
mustn’t have been of any great significance if these trees grew in a certain place!
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Long ago in Ireland everyone knew the names of all the species of tree that grew
here. Mind you it wasn’t all that difficult, as only native trees were here at the time
and we only have twenty-eight of them. These trees had different values and uses so it
was very important to know where they were. Places that had a lot of the same tree there
were called after that tree, As a result a lot of our place names have the names of particu-
lar trees in them.

The most common and important trees are frequently found in our place names.

a. The oak free must have grown everywhere because every county in Ireland has places
called after it.
Dair is the most common word for oak. This appears in place names as da, der, dara,
darra and darraigh.
Omna is an old Irish word for an oak and omna or umna at the end of a name means
that there were oak trees there e.g. Portumna

b. The Yew Tree is not very common nowadays. People don’t plant it because
the leaves are poisonous, but it was a very important tree long ago - bows for
fighting were made from it. So it is not surprising that it occurs so commonly
in our place names.
Ed is a yew tree. So we get Eochaill meaning a wood of yew trees.
|ubhar is another word for a yew tree and this is very commonly used too.

Yew

. Most of our other native trees also appear in our place names. Here is a list.of

them.

Apple or orab apple is a common tree in our hedges still. The Trish word for it is U1/ and
this appears in place names as ool, owl, aval.etc.

Oolart in Co Wexford means- Ul ghort an apple orchard.

The blackthorn tree has two Irish words. Airne means sloe, the fruit of the blacktborn
tree. Draighean is the Irish word for the tree itself and often appears in place names as
dreen, drain, drin.

So we have places called Killarney (Cill Aime), Drinagh and Dreenan all meaning that
‘blackthom trees grew in these places.

The birch free is beith. This tree is found everywhere as it can grow high up in

mountains and on poor ground as well as in cities where the air quality may not be

the best. In place names this appears as behy, beha, beagh, veha, vehy and so on.
So we have places such as Kilbeheny, Coill beithne - the birch wood.

)
Birch The mountain ash also called the Fowan tree is called Caerthainn in Irish. This
i a fairly small tree with white flowers and red berries 5o it is very popular in
towns where people have small gardens. The words keeran, caran, kerane and keraun in

place names refer to this tree.
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You have now learned enough to have a go yourself at working out place names. All of the
place names below are called affer woods. Using the vocabulary you have learned so far,
tan you work out what they mean?

The first one has been done for you.

[Ptace name  [Inlrish [TreePart  [Mieaning _ |Otherpart |Meaning |
[Ballaghadercen | Bealach an doirin| Dereen [Litle 0ak wood |Bealach [ The road

Fill in the blank spaces yourself. Use the word bank below for clues to help you with the
other part of the place name - or if you're desperate, ask the teacher.

[Place name | In lrish Tree Part Meaning Other Part | Meaning
[Kylemore Coill Mér

[Rathvilly Rath bile

[Ballinascarty Baile na scairte.

|[Fethard Fiodh ard

ICarrowcrin Ceathrii crainn

Ballymun Baile muine

Rossbeg Ros beag

|Ballygarran Baile garrdn

[Clonoghil Cluain eochaill
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BEWARE however of presuming that everything with Kil in it means a wood. Cill means a
church and many places were called after churches too so sometimes it can be hard to tell
which is which.

Usually if it is Kit like Kilkenny, or Kildare, or Killaloe it means a church. If it is Kyle as
in Kylemore, or Kilty as in Kiltyclogher it means woods.

=== Other words that mean a collection of trees are
Dairbhre - an oak forest often turns up as derravara, or dorrery
Doire - an oak wood. This appears as derry or derreen in place names.

Dearmhagh - an oak plain (in other words as far as the eye can see of oaks). This can be
durrow or derra in a place name,

Eachalll - a wood of yew trees. This gives us youghal and oghill in place names.
Fidh - another word for a wood. So we get fee, fi, fid, fith, fiodh and feigh.

Barran - a shrubbery, in other words 2 collection of small trees. So it appears in place
names as garran, garrane, garn and garrane.

Mothar - a cluster of trees (in the northern half of Ireland only- it means the ruin of a
building in the southern half). This word is moker in place names.

Muine - this is another word for a shrubbery. It is usually money or mun in place names.

ROS - This means a wood in the southern part of Ireland (and a peninsula in more northerly
regions.) It is often spelled ross, rus or rush in place names.

Scairt - a thicket - again a smallish wood. This appears as scart ot scarty in place names.
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1. Woods

‘When people came to Ireland first about 9000 years ago they found that Ireland was an
island completely covered in woodland. There were forests of ash and elm on good
s0il, oak and holly on acid soil and pine forests on mountain areas. Everywhere you
looked there were trees and forests.

Little by little people began to cut down some of the forests to have space to keep cat-
tle and to grow crops. But the trees were very important for shelter, for firewood, for
building materials, for weapons, and indeed as homes for wildlife. It was thus very
important to know where the right trees were for any particular purpose. So places
were often named after the trees or woods that were there.

People spoke Irish in those days and so they named woods, trees and the places called
after them in Irish. Although some of those old names have been translated into
English today, many have not. If we want to find out which places near us are called
after trees we have to leam the old words used by those people long ago.

This is not very difficult and you will be able to show off how much you know about
the place names of your own area.

First you need the vocabulary.

TREE

The usual Irish name for a tree is 6FaNN. So places with crann, cran, crin, or nagran as
part of the name means that it was a place where there were trees.

However there was another word in old Irish for a tree and some places are called after
this. This word was bilé (pronounced billa) which meant a large ancient tree. So places
with billa, billy, villa, ville or villy in them could mean that they were called after a
tree.

Rinnvilla, Crannagh, Moville
Sometimes part of a tree was used to describe the whole
place. The Irish for a branch is Craobh and this appears as

crew, creevy, creeva and nagreeve in place names.
Loughcrew, Creevykeel, Creevelea

woop

A wood is really a collection of trees. There were a great many Irish Oak
words for this. It might depend on how big the wood was, how big the trees

were in the wood. All these names turn up again in our place names.

Coill is the usual word for a wood. This word turns up in lots of place names usually as
Kyle or Kilty at the beginning of the name or cuill or cullia at the end of it.
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CALLED AFTER AN IMPORTANT BUILDING OR CONSTRUCTION

‘When people lived on the same road as an important building they called the road after
it. So we would expect to see a Church on Church Road or in Churchtown, a Bridge in
e Bridge Street, a Castle in Castletown, a Mill in Milltown and in Bushmills. Sometimes
however the building is long gone and lives on only in the name. Many places with Cill
“ “ in the names are called after monastic churches (Cill is a church) and these may no
longer be there for example Kildare, Kilkee, Kilmore or places with Abbey in the name
[} i.c. Abbeyleix.

Are there places in your area called after buildings and are the buildings still there?

CALLED AFTER WHAT HAPPENED THERE

Places are called after important events, Markets and Fairs were very important so we have
Fair Street, Market Street, New Market on Fergus, the Bull Ring, the Shambles, Cornmarket,
‘Winetavern Street.

But sometimes the event was a one off happening.

TALLAGHT means a plague monument, 9000 people died here in the time of
Parthalon, thousands of years ago and there was a monument there to commemorate
them.

KNOCHNAREA is Cnoc na Ria in Irish - the Hill of the Executions
KNOCHCROCHERY in Co. Roscommon is the Hangman’s Hill,

|

} Many street names commemorate battles, sometimes even fought in other countries
- Waterloo Road, Fontenoy Street, or the leaders of battles - Wellington,

| s . Cromwell, James, William, Charles, Brian Bord.

\

Many towns, villages, parishes and townlands are cailed after important fea-
tures in the landscape such as rocks, lakes, rivers, mountains and particularly
F forests and trees. When places were being named long ago, there were much more
\ i woodlands and wildlife around. Towns and villages were often named after these features,
‘ such as:
DUBLIN - the place of the black pool.
CORK - the marshy place
GALWAY - the stony river
SLIGO - the shelly place (g J
ARKLOW (an tInbhear Mér) - the big estuary
TULLAMORE - the big hill
TRAMORE - the big strand yal (\

FOXROCK and FOXFORD were places where foxes could be.seen.
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Why do the ptaces we live in have the names that they do? There are all soris
of reasons for place names and some of them are given below.

VERY OLY HISTORICAL NAMES

Some places are called after queens and heroes that lived long ago and we have to look
at the Irish version of the name to see this.

ARMAGH is ARD MACHA in Irish - the high place where queen Macha lived.
ARDEE is ATH FHIRDIA in Irish - the ford where FERDIA fought against
Cuchulainn.

CAHIRSIVEEN is the cahir or Stone fort of little Sadhbh, a local important woman.
BALLYCONNELL is the home (Baile) of Conal, a warrior of the Red Branch Knights

CALLED AFTER PEOPLE WHO OWNED THEM.

Rich landowners often called streets or towns on their property after themselves.

TYRONE is Tir Eoghan - the land of Eoghan a son of Niall the king of Ulster.
IRISHTOWN was where the poor Irish people fived outside the walls of the town proper.
CASTLEBAR was owned by the Bairy’s.

CONNEMARA was owned by the Conmaicne Tribe of the sea.

PEMBROKE STREET was part of Lord Pembroke’s Estate.

And of course there are lots of Queen Streets, and King Streets and Princes Streets. We even
had Queen’s County and King’s County but they were changed back to Laois and Offaly
when we got our independence from Britain.

CALLED IN HONOUR OF FAMIOUS PEOPLE

This usually applies to streets and roads in towns.

SEAN KELLY SQUARE in Carrick on Suir is called after the famous cyclist.

O’ CONNELL STREET in many towns and cities is called after Daniel O’ Connell.

We have streets and roads etc called after Robert Emmett, Parnell, Patrick Pearse, Jack
Lynch. Many streets too are called after Our Lady or after saints.

Can you think of any called after modern Irish women?

CALLED AFTER THE PLACE [T LEADS TO

Sometimes roads are just called after where they are going. It's easy to understand why the
following places have the names they do.
North Road, West Street, Dublin Road, Louisburg Road, Ennis Road, Circular Road.

What roads in your area get their names like this?
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Compile a list of alt the addresses of the pupils in your class and add the address of the
school to the list.

Answer the following questions,

{. Does everyone live in the same county?

2. How many addregses are urban with a number on the house. What percentage is this?
3. Write down the different paris of the city or Town the urban puplls come from.

4, List the parishes or townlands the rural pupits come from.

5. List the first line of everyone’s address. For how many of these can you explain how
the name came about. Get the owner of the address fo ask at home, if the
class hag a difficulty with understanding where the name came from.
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RURAL ADDRESSES

Fewer people live close together in villages and rural areas than do in cities and towns so
there is no need for such detail as house numbers in the address. The name of the road may
be enough such as Main Street, Castlebellingham. In rural areas there are no names on the
roads so the townland and the parish where the house is forms part of the address. Usually
the townland name is enough, unless it is very small, followed by the nearest big town.

ADDRESSES
What's on our address depends an whether we live in the country or in the town

IRELAND
RURAL URBAN
TOWNLAND HOUSE NUMBER and ROAD or STREET
PARISH TOWN AREA
NEAREST TOWN TOWN or CITY
COUNTY COUNTY
PROVINCE PROVINCE
COUNTRY COUNTRY
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COUNTY

Provinces are divided into counties and everyone has a county in their address. There are 32
counties in Ireland. There are nine in Ulster, twelve in Leinster, six in Munster and five in
Connacht.

;=== MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR ADDRESS

¥ After our country and our county, the next line up from the bot-
tom on our address is the name of a town or city. This is

because the post office where our letters are delivered from is

always in a town or city. Dublin is such a big city that it has lots

of postal sorting centres. Dublin addresses always have a number

after Dublin to make sure the letter comes to the right post

office. Uneven numbers such as 1,3,5,7,9,11.etc mean the sort-

ing office is on the north side of the river Liffey, while even numbers

such as 2,4,6,8,10,12,14, etc mean that the letter is going to the south side of

Dublin city.

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN URBAN ADDRESSES AND RURAL APDRESSES

URBAN ADDRESSES

If you live in a big town or ity the postman will need more information in order to deliver
your letter. He needs to know exactly wherc your house is and so the number of your house
and the street or road where it is must be on the letter. There are so many houses on city
roads and streets that they all need to have numbers so that the postman can deliver the let-
ter. How many pupils in your classroom have a number on their house?

The part of the city may be menticned as well if the same street name occurs twice in the
one city. There are two.St. Lawrence’s Roads in Dublin, so the address must say if it is in
Clontarf or Howth. There is a Riversdale Ave in Clondalkin and a diffetent one in
Palmerston - both in Dublin again.

Do you know any addresses that could get mixed up?
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You can answer this question by giving your ADDRESS. All letiers that come fo
your house have the address of your family on them.

You can have an urban address if you live in a city or town such as

6 Chord Road
Drogheda

Co. Louth
Ireland

Or a rural address i you live in the country such as

Cleontooskert
Ballyleague

Co. Roscommon
Treland

Fill in your own address

HOW DID THIS ADDRESS COME ABOUT?

Addresses are read from the bottom.

COUNTRY IRELAND

Ireland is the country we live in so the [ast line of the address of every person in this
country is IRELAND

PROVMCE

Treland is divided into four provinces - YLSTER, MUNSTER, LEINSTER and CONNACHT.
‘We don’t put these on our addresses but we all know what province we are from - -

especially when the final for our province is being played.

What provinee do you live in?
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